THE BELIEVER’'S INTERMEDIATE BODY
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Will We Have An Intermediate Body After Death?

INTRODUCTION: What constitutes man’s existence between death and the resurrection? Will he be
bodiless, an unciothed spirit, or will he exist in a temporary, intermediate body?
What is the nature of that body?

iA. THE EVIDENCE FOR THE INTERMEDIATE BODY FROM THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN

1b.  The unity of man:

Scripture refers to man as having not just a body and mind, conscience, will, etc.
Trying to classify all that constitutes man into two or three categories causes too many
problems. Man must be thought of as a unit. Lacking any one element the existence
is no longer man. Therefore, fo exist as man in any environment or state of being, he
must have a body whether it be physical, intermediate, or glorified.

2b.  The function of man:

Man is composed of matenal and immaterial. The immatenal gives life to and directs
the material. Without the material the immaterial can no longer function. The
immaterial gives expression only through the material.

3b. The nature of man:

“We need to remember that the whole nature of man is redeemed and shall be up in
glory. Man consists not only of spirit, but also of body and soul. He owns a personality,
possesses a will, desires, capacity lo love and be loved. . “There must be all the things
necessary for a full and complete existence” (N. A. Woychuck, “Life in Heaven,”
Bibliotheca Sacra, October/December 1950).

2A. THE EVIDENCE FOR THE INTERMEDIATE BODY FROM SCRIPTURE:
1b.  The intimation of the Old Testament concerning the infermediate body
1c. The general teaching:

The Old Testament affirms the conscious form of the intermediate state:
Gen. 37:35; 2 Sam. 12:23; Prov. 1:12, 12:28; Isa. 14:10; Ezek. 32:21;
1 Sam. 28, Eccl. 12:7

2c.  The central passage: 1 Samuel 28

1 Sam 28:12, 15, 16, 19, 20.And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a
loud voice: and the woman spake to Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou
art Saul. . . And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, 1o bring me up?
And Saul answered, | am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and
God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by
dreams: therefore 1 have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what |
shall do. Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is
departed from thee, and is become thine enemy?... Moreover the LORD will also deliver
Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to morrow shatt thou and thy sons
be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.



Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was sore afraid, because of the
words of Samuel: and there was no sirength in him; for he had eaten no bread all the
day, nor all the night.

1d.

2d.

Presuppositions:

ie.

2e.

It was Samuel who appeared, rather than a spirit:

= The terror of the medium, who expected a spirit to come but
instead saw Samuel.

= Samuel talked directly with Saul.

= The prophecy of Samuel was fulfilled the next day.

Samuel appeared in the intermediate state:

= The final resurrection had not taken place. _

= He was brought up directly from Sheol: “why hast thou
disquieted me to bring me upi”.

= Samuel’s physical resurrection will be with the rest of the O.T.
saints at the second advent of Christ (Dan. 12:1-2).

Confribution:

1e.

Ze.

3e.

de.

The body had supematural characteristics, for the witch said, *1
see gods (elohim) ascending out of the earth,” referring to
Samuel.

The body of Samuel was physical, recognizable and therefore
had distinguishable similarities to his earthly condition. He was
seen as an old man, clothed in accordance with his office of a
prophet, features which were easily discernible by Saul.

There was extended physical and vocal contact sustained
between Saul and Samuel.

According to 1 Samuel 28, the person in the intermediate state

possesses a visible, physical (type) body, which makes possible
physical, visual and vocal contact.
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2b.

The New Testament revelation concerning the intermediate body:

The issue on the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, as well as Matthew 17 on the
transfiguration, centers on the future kingdom period and not on the intermediate state.
On the other hand, the passage in Mark 12, dealing with the question of marriage in
heaven, clearly concems the post-resuirection state. Several passages offer insight
into the intermediate state; the clearest one is Luke 16:13-31 which offers concise
teaching both on the intermediate body and its relationship to the intermediate state.

1c.

LAZANDS AT THYE BICH MAN'S BATE

The account of the rich man and Lazarus: Luke 16:19-31

Luke 16:19-31There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine
linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20 And there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21 And desiring fo be fed with the
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores. 22 And it came 1o pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23 And in hell he lift up his
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that
he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cocl my tongue; for | am tormented in this
flame. 25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifefime receivedst thy
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art
tormented. 26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so
that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass 1o us, that
would come from thence. 27 Then he said, | pray thee therefore, father, that thou
wouldest send him to my father’s house: 28 For | have five brethren; that he may testify
unto themn, lest they also come into this place of torment. 29 Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 30 And he said, Nay, father
Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 31 And he said
unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded
though one rose from the dead.
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1d. Presuppositions:

fe.

2e.

3e.

Christ’s parables have comrespondence to historic events, factual
reality and real persons.

Sound docirine can be illustrated by parabolic truth.

Dives (the rich man) and Lazarus were real persons who died,
and the picture painted by Christ is that of the intermediate state
and the intermediate body.

2d. Support for the historicity of the incident:.
The account of Dives and Lazarus appears to be of historical nature:

le.
2e.
3e.
de.

5e.
Ge.
Te.

it is never called a parable.

It starts with certainty, “tis.”

It names one of the characters, “Lazarus.”

Christ referred to a historical person, "Abraham,” in his
conversation with Dives.

The early church favored this view.

The account possesses definite characters, “five brothers.”
The vividness of the account supports this.

3d. Contribution:

1e.
2e.

3e.
de.

There is life both for the lost and saved beyond the grave.
This after-life is lived in a conscious state as seen in the
expression of the rich man.

There is an eternal separation of the lost and saved.

The intermediate body is vividly set forth for both saved and
unsaved (Lazarus’ possession of a finger implies that he also
has an arm, a torso and a body. Dives’ tongue implies that he
has a mouth, a head and a body).

And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosotn. And he cried and said, Pather Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may

b =

The lost will carry wiith them memories of their earthly experience.
Between death and resurrection men see, feel, talk and _
remember (Lazarus, as an O.T. saint, will be resurrected at the
second advent. Dives, as an unbeliever, will be resurrected with
all the unbelievers of all the ages at the Great White Throne
Judgment [Rev. 20]).



4d.

Conclusion:

The account of Luke 16 is the first conclusive argument in the progress
of revelation from our Lord’s lips regarding the existence of the nature of
the intermediate body and the intermediate state. This body admits of a
physical recognizable form which partakes of sight, feeling, speech and
memory. This verifies the intimations of prior references such as
Samuel conversing with King Saul.

3c.  The appearance of Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration:
Luke 9:27-36 (Mt. 17:1-8; Mk 9:2-8)

But | tell you of a truth, there be some

standing here, which shall not taste of death,
till they see the kingdom of God. 28 And it
came lo pass about an eight days after these
sayings, he took Peter and John and James,
and went up into a mountain to pray. 29 And
as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance
was altered, and his raiment was white and
glistering. 30 And, behold, there talked with
him two men, which were Moses and Elias:

31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his
decease which he should accomplish at
Jerusalem. 32 But Peter and they that were
with him were heavy with sleep: and when
they were awake, they saw his glory, and the
two men that stood with him. 33 And it came
to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said
unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here:
and let us make three tabemacles; one for
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias:

e G not knowing what he said. 34 While he thus

1d.

2d.

spake, there came a cloud, and
overshadowed them: and they feared as they
entered into the cloud. 35 And there came a
veice out of the cloud, saying, This is my
beloved Son: hear him. 36 And when the
voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And
they kept it close, and told no man in those
days any of those things which they had seen.

Moses represented the Law, Elijah the prophets. They conversed with
Jesus concerning His “Exodus,” Luke 9:31. The Exodus is not just a
reference to His death, burial and resurrection, but also to His ascension
{o heaven.

The physical nature of Moses and Elijah:

Peter, James and John probably intuitively recognized the two
individuals who made a sudden and startling appearance from the
intermediate state. The fact that Peter suggested tabernacles be built
indicates his perception of them being physical beings, in need of
shelter. Mt. Hermon, where the transfiguration fook place, has an
elevation of 9,000 feet. Even if they were on a lower spur of the



5¢c.

That it belongs o things eternal does not require that it be employed forever.
Certainly, the final body of glory is secured only at the coming of Christ. And,
as certainiy, the body of 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 Is provided that there may be no
moment of disembodiment. These two facts seem to compel the conclusion

that there is an intermediate body.” (Systematic Theology Vol. Jl, p. 156)
The dead saints in heaven in Revelation 6:9-11:

And when he had opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of them that
were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge
and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given
unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little

season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they
were, should be fulfilled.

o T T

1d.  Presuppositions: = _muuﬁﬂ]}lwiﬂ LS
This is not the Church in heaven, but the intermediate stat
Tribulation saints.
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2d. Support:

Many premillennial, pretribulational, dispensational commentators agree
on this view.

3d.  Conclusions: _
The intermediate body is in a visible, bodily form in which the souis of
the redeemed vocalize prayer and praise, remember their martyrdom,
and occupy space. The fact that they wear white robes indicates the
physical nature of their bodies. '
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Support [or the Beliover's Intermediate Body

Samuel appears to Saul in a physical,

The Case of Samuel 1. Samuel 28 recognizable body
The Situation of Dives Luke 16:19-31 The rich st hell siffisred physical
pain, arguing for a body
The Gondition of Lazarus Luke 16;19-31 Lazarus in Pare.adlse. long before-his
resurrection, has a body
Moses and Elijah at the Transfiguration | Lk 19:27-36 They appea red as recognizable,
. physical beings, in need of shelter
. Paul desired a body after death rather
Paul's Frayar for a Body SR than a-disembodied state
The Tribulation Martyrs in Heaven Rev. 6:9-11 The saints’ wearing of white robes

argues for a physical body
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Ite Human Bady's Jhuee Stages

The Three Facets of Man’s Existence:

This Earthliy Life .

The Intermediate State The Eternal State
Earthly, physical Heavenly, physical, Resurrected and glorified
body in this life temporary body old earthly body
for the intermediate state for all eternity
Given at Given at Ci‘tl::‘;}h ;A,ge Saints:
Conception Death R
O.T. Saintsand
Tribulation Martyrs:
At the Second Advent
The Unsaved of All
the Ages: (unglorified bodies)
%c@é’% M the Ereat Whit Throre

- Manfred E. Hober, 5h.D.




